
 
 
 
 
 

“Discovering Solutions for Healthier Living” 
Air Quality Management Services, Inc. 

October 18th, 2011 , 2011 
  
  
Biddeford School Department Biddeford School Department 
C/o Mr. Phil Radding – Director of Facilities C/o Mr. Phil Radding – Director of Facilities 
PO Box 586 PO Box 586 
Biddeford, Maine  04005 Biddeford, Maine  04005 
  
  
Re: Limited Mold sampling at the Adult Education (Adult Ed) building at 20 Maplewood 

Avenue in Biddeford, Maine. 
Re: Limited Mold sampling at the Adult Education (Adult Ed) building at 20 Maplewood 

Avenue in Biddeford, Maine. 
  
AQM Project #: 11-433 AQM Project #: 11-433 
  
Air Quality Management Services, Inc. (AQM) conducted a limited surface mold sampling on 
October 7th, 2011 to determine if mold is present on concrete walls in the 1st Level of the 
building at the above address. Sampling was requested in two (2) areas where mold-
contaminated sheetrock was reportedly present against the concrete walls. 

Air Quality Management Services, Inc. (AQM) conducted a limited surface mold sampling on 
October 7

  

th, 2011 to determine if mold is present on concrete walls in the 1st Level of the 
building at the above address. Sampling was requested in two (2) areas where mold-
contaminated sheetrock was reportedly present against the concrete walls. 

Note:  AQM was retained to collect samples to determine fungal presence in areas as noted.  
AQM was not retained to draft a scope of work. 
Note:  AQM was retained to collect samples to determine fungal presence in areas as noted.  
AQM was not retained to draft a scope of work. 
  
Actions to DateActions to Date 
 
Sheetrock with suspected mold growth was reportedly removed prior to AQM’s evaluation. The 
areas sampled are presently undergoing construction (most or all finished systems have been 
removed). 
 
Testing 
 
Surface samples:  Tape lift samples were collected from exposed concrete walls in the 
Laboratory Area and Office Area, COTC Side (both Adult Ed). General sample locations were 
specified by the Client. Samples were collected using special microscope slides fitted with clear 
tape tabs (see Laboratory Results). 
 
Samples were submitted for analysis to Northeast Laboratory located in Winslow, Maine. 
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Findings 
 

Surface Mold Sampling 
 
Two (2) surface samples were collected and the results for the surface samples are as follows: 
 

Sample # Location Comments Mold Type(s) 

T1 Concrete Wall, Lab Area 
Efflorescence present on concrete 

surface 
ND ---- 

T2 
Concrete Wall, Office Area (COTC 

Side) 
Efflorescence present on concrete 

surface 
ND ---- 

ND=Not Detected 
 
 
Conclusions & Recommendations 
 
Mold growth was not identified on the surfaces sampled – no current risks anticipated.  
Since mold-contaminated sheetrock was reportedly installed close to the concrete walls and 
subsequently removed, these concrete surfaces should be detail-cleaned (via HEPA-filtered 
vacuuming) prior to re-installation of finished wall systems. Ensure to clean visible dusts and 
construction debris in the affected areas as well, using a vacuum equipped with a HEPA filter. 
 
Efflorescence was observed on concrete wall surfaces, indicating that moisture has been moving 
inward through the foundation walls. This moisture must be controlled to prevent future impact 
and mold growth on finished materials. Consult a qualified engineer or contractor for methods to 
reduce groundwater influence on the foundation and/or prevent inward migration of moisture. 
 
AQM appreciates this opportunity to have aided in this project.  In the event you have questions 
or require further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Nick Ferrala, CIEC  
Industrial Hygienist 
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AQM Project #11-433 

 
View of exposed concrete wall system in 
Laboratory Area (Adult Ed) 

 
Laboratory Area (Adult Ed) – mold growth not 
observed on concrete wall; whitish areas are due 
to moisture infiltration (efflorescence) 

 
Laboratory Area (Adult Ed) – mold growth not 
observed on concrete wall; whitish areas are due 
to moisture infiltration (efflorescence) 

 
View of exposed concrete wall systems in Office 
Area, COTC Side (Adult Ed) 

 
Office Area, COTC Side (Adult Ed) – mold 
growth not observed on concrete wall; whitish 
areas are due to moisture infiltration 
(efflorescence) 

 
Office Area, COTC Side (Adult Ed) – mold 
growth not observed on concrete wall; whitish 
areas are due to moisture infiltration 
(efflorescence) 
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